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➢Do you have a specific job/career goal?

➢I’ve always wanted to be a doctor/lawyer/architect/fashion designer/civil 
engineer/graphic artist/hedge fund manager…

➢How will college help me achieve my goals?

➢Through course of study, internships, research opportunities

➢Is graduate school part of your plan? How med school plans can influence your 
choice of undergraduate institution.

➢Important to plan ahead for appropriate academic offerings, professor 
connections, finances (grad school is expensive, too).

➢Remember: college is not vocational school, but you do want to be employable 
(or be qualified for grad school) upon graduation…



http://www.ljhscollegeinfo.com/




What is important to you?

Location

Academics

Size

Campus Appeal

Social Life

Total Cost – Including Aid





Use College 
Websites to 
see “What 
can I do 
with my 
major?”



www.collegedata.com

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

www.cappex.com

www.commondataset.org

www.collegescorecard.ed.gov

http://www.collegescorecard.ed.gov/


Founded as a result of a book by the same name.

44 Colleges with very student-centered philosophies.

“CTCL is dedicated to the advancement and support of a student-centered 
college search process. Namely, we work to educate families that the criteria 
used by most college bound students and their counselors, such as name and 
prestige, do not acknowledge the importance of understanding an individual 
student’s needs and how they ‘fit’ with the mission and identity of an 
individual college community.”

http://www.ctcl.org/


Western Undergraduate Exchange:   http://www.wiche.edu/wue
(Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education)

-Most public schools in these states participate

-WUE Scholarship is not automatic and applies

only to certain majors. 

- Check the schools’websites!

http://www.wiche.edu/wue


















College costs increase annually – be prepared.

Consider the costs of all four years – and grad 
school beyond, if that’s in the plan.

Understand the differences between need-
based and merit financial aid.

Timeline to apply



http://www.ljhscolleginfo.com/


College costs have continued to spiral upward. Current prices (living on-campus): 

USC - $85,648

Claremont McKenna - $82,127

University of Michigan - $72,153

University of Colorado Boulder - $57,502

UC Berkeley - $43,794 

SDSU - $32,110

89% of freshman students don’t pay “sticker price”



















Letter Subject/Area Years 

Required

Years 

Recommended

A History/Social Studies 2 3

B English 4

C Math 3 4

D Laboratory Science 2 3

E Language other than English 2 3

F Visual and Performing Arts 1

G College Prep Elective 1











https://www2.calstate.edu/apply


“Impacted” means there is insufficient space to 
admit all qualified applicants to a major or to a 
school.

Seven campuses are impacted for EVERY major: 
Cal State Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, San Diego, San Jose and Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo.

At other campuses, particular majors are 
impacted…



Impacted Majors at CSU Campuses





Local Applicants receive limited priority. So, living south of Interstate 56, students 
have priority at SDSU.

Non-impacted campuses use CSU Minimum Eligibility for admission. There are terrific 
and non-impacted programs in business, kinesiology, oceanography (just examples) 
at lesser-known campuses.

Depending on the campus and major applying – selection can be highly competitive –
even when applying “Undeclared”!

Counselors and parents should set appropriate expectations and students should be 
realistic. Admitted student AVERAGE GPA for SDSU last year was 4.01 and they 
received 93,000 applications.

CSU’s Graduation Initiative 2025 has set a four-year graduation goal of 40%, and a 
six-year graduation goal of 70% system-wide. Look up numbers at your campus of 
interest in order to understand the consequences of impaction on some campuses.





Attend CSU Evening College Fair Sept 29!



http://www.csumentor.edu/


1. Grade-point average 

2. Performance in and number of courses 
beyond minimum a-g requirements 

3. UC-approved honors courses and 
advanced courses 

4. Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) – CA 
residents only 

5. Quality of senior-year program of study 

6. Academic opportunities in California high 
schools 

7. Outstanding performance in one or more 
academic subject areas 

8. Achievements in special projects 

9. Improvement in academic performance 

10. Special talents, achievements and 
awards 

11. Participation in educational preparation 
programs 

12. Academic accomplishment in light of 
life experiences 

13. Geographic location 





https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference

















https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-are-the-System-Requirements-to-use-The-Common-Application


https://www.commonapp.org/static/fc9932da5bfeb83db61caec82e228b5d/FYTRAppDictionaryCAReady.pdf








- Any supplemental essays that are “recommended”  or “optional”, 
consider them mandatory. Exception is COVID essay…if your trials 
were minimal, you don’t need to write about it.

- Don’t give them short shrift – colleges ask these specific 
questions/prompts for a reason and pay close attention to your 
answers! Particularly in a test optional environment, colleges are 
looking for ALL the information they can on applicants.

- A “Why Us?” essay should be a well-researched love letter to the 
college! Dig deep into their website, researching their programs, 
majors, even professor research. Make a case for why you want to 
go there – well beyond “I love your football team.” Tell a story –
don’t just recite facts! Use quotes from information sessions or 
campus tours “this comment really resonated with me…” and show 
what you will contribute to the campus environment!



http://www.collegeessayguy.com/


Be yourself; everyone else 
is already taken!

* With attribution to Oscar Wilde – whether or not he said it!





















http://www.ncaa.org/



















